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Charming Personality of Mrs
Adna R Chaffee Wife of
the New Chief of Staff
Her Home in Washington
and Its Unique Treasures

Ctetfcfeht 1004 by AValdan Fawcct-
tNpW queon has lately come to
feign In the social domain made

up or the households of the of

lloors of the United States
Army and it may be said without
the slightest fear of exaggeration that
had especial fitness to wield this social
scepter been the sole consideration
search of the entire country would have
disclosed no other woman so admirably
adapted to the tANk as Mrs Adna R
cnmrtee Mrs ChaftpeB accession to
this position of many social responsibili-
ties Is a particularly welcome one to the
folk circles and In official
life generally General Young who
has just boon superseded as chief of
staff by General Chaffee while a very
hospitable man is a widower and conse
quently not in a position to take the
lead in those social activities which are
thc of life to the mothers and
Bisters wives daughters and sweet-
hearts of Uncle Sams military heroes

Many Social Duties
Assuredly however no claim can be

made that Mrs Chaffee is shirking any
of the duties incumbent upon the

of the first household of tho army
She said the other day I am making
anywhere from elsfht to twentyone
calls a day in addition of course to
dinner and other engagements and I
s e no prospect of a respite In this

campaign ere the end of the official
season late In February Mrs Chaffee
Is also holding each month two great
receptions which are virtually

levees in that every woman con-

nected with the army Idols invited to
call ranking hostess of the
military contingent on these at home

New Home
Mrs Chaffeors new home In Washing-

ton Is anook to delight every feminine
heart and to Interest most masculine
visitors as walk It Is not it
explained a house but an immense
suite In tho Highlands a fashionable
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MRS CHAFFEES APARTMENTS AT THE HIGHLANDS1
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new apartment house in the very heart
of what Is rapidly becoming the most
attractive residential section of Wash-
ington a hostelry which shelters a
whole colony of army and navy folk
including the attaches of several of the
foreign diplomatic establishments Here
Mrs Chaffee Has at her disposal as
many guest chambers with private
baths as would be found in a very large
house a large private dining room
cloak and retiring rooms for use at re-
ceptions and spacious drawing rooms
while General Chaffee has a don with
all the office conveniences which en
able him to work at home almost as
wall as at the War Department-

In explaining her conversion to tint
life Mrs Ohaffoe said In the twenty
eight yours of my married liCe we have
moved our household belongings twenty
one tiinas not merely transitions from
one city house to another but Journey

¬

¬

¬

Ings from city to city or army post to
army post Can you wonder then that
I have welcomed the prospect of a cou-

ple of years of comparative freedom
from care ore we take a house In

Treasures From the Orient
Although Mrs Chaffee holds up her

hands in horror at mention of the
losses by breakage and otherwise which
have been Irifilcted upon her household
treasures during the memorable score
of movlngs above mentioned there re-

main enough possessions quaint and in-

teresting and unique to render the Ctiaf
fee home one of most notable in
Washington The walls are hung with
a marvelous collection of exceptionally
fine specimens of Chinese embroidery
upon silk including the famous em-

broidered umbrellas presented to Gen-

eral ChiifCee by the high officials of China
In recognition of his prohibition of loot
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poan powers and their domain annexed-
as colonies or dependencies The supe-
riority of the Caucasian blood and civil-

ization has not availed in the case of
Abyssinia which has proved an obsti
nate and unyielding defender of its sov-
ereignty Italy for a time exercised a
certain degree of suzerainty over the
country but the manner in which Mene
llks soldiers checked a further en-

croachment is still fresh In the public
mind which has not yet finished gasp
ing in astonishment at the fighting qual-
ities exhibited by the Ethiopians and the
craft and courage of their ruler

Opposed Cecil Rhodes-

It was Menellk who has occupied the
throne for sixteen years who stood
stubbornly in the path and defeated the
cherished Cape to Cairo dream of the
late Cecil Rhodes his reputed
forefather David of Biblical times Men
ellk Is not afraid to go out and meet
giants who seek to trespass upon his
territory and thus far no Goliath of
the white mans powers has succeeded-
in conquering or intimidating the Abys
sinian monarch

The story of Mcneliks descent from
King Solomon is romantic enough to en
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gage the talents of a apable novelist
It Is surprising that thus far no ambi
tious fictionist has worked up Inside
book covers the semisacred semipro
fane halfhistorical halflegendary ac
count of the Queen of Shebas visit to
Solomon the Wise and its resultant ef-

fect upon that vast territory known to
the ancients as Ethiopia The barest
outlines of the story serve to show its
possibilities

Meneliks Ancestry
Three thousand years ago King Solo

mon whom the catechism still sets forth
as the wisest man of all time despite
his thousand wives reigned in splendor
over Judea The Bible tells us of the
magnificence of his court glories
of his temple Contemporary with Solo
man was a1 beautiful queen who ruled a
country known as Sheba the present
day Abyssinia In her capital at Sheba
there came to her wonderful accounts
of the magnificence of Solomons court
The Queen of to go and
see for herself these kingly splendors-
It was Journey of 130 miles but the
Queen set out with a great caravan of
camels and courtiers to pay a visit to
Solomon In the Bible we read

For when the Queen of Sheba heard
of the fame of Solomon she came to
prove Solomon with hard questions at
Jerusalem with a very great company
and camels that bear spices and gold in
abundance and precious stones and
when she came to Solomon she com-
muned with him of all that there was
In her heart

Shebas Queen
Solomon apparently deeply impressed-

by the beauty of the Ethiopian Queen
bade her tarry at his court She tarried
for what length of time we are not in-

formed and then she turned and went

andthe
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ing while In command of the American
troops at the time of the Boxer revolt

On every hand are rare and costly
Chinese porcelains richly carved and
inlaid teakwood tables and

elaborate screens all obtained dur
ing General Chaffees stay in China
and most of them presents from native
potentates or officers of foreign forces
In the allied army Here also are two
novel bamboo clwlrs with Immense
spreading backs manufactured by In-

mates of a prison at Manila an Im-

mense variety of bolos a splendid ma-

hogany cabinet from Cuba fllfed wth
rareold fans Indian baskets and blank
ets autographed photographs and a
thousand and one other Interesting
souvenirs of General Chaffee years
of in two hemispheres

Chaffee is certain to prove one
of the most popular successful
hostesses who excf entered official so

cabinets
and
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back to her own land she and her ser
vants the Bible story ends but
the romance of the affair is carried to
Its climax by the ancient scribes of
Abyssinia and Arabia who aver that the
Queen bore a son to Solomon and the
child was named Menellk When young
Menellk was a stripling he was sent to
Jerusalem where he was educated at
his fathers court Having Imbibed the
lore and the wisdom of Solomon he was
sent back to Sheba where upon the
death of his mother he became King of
Ethiopia Menellk I from the pres-

ent Monellk second of the name claims
direct descent

Menelik the First
With Monellk I there went to Ethio-

pia a large retinue of Israelites
blood and princely fortune These peo-

ple established the ruling aristocracy of
the land which still sways Abyssinia
The Abyijslnians of Judean blood are
said to number 400000 and they are the
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masters of the 10000000 Ethiopians
The Abyslnians still call their country
Ethiopia the other tame having been
conferred upon them as a term of con
tempt It means a mixture and ap-

parently refers to the infusion of Israel
itish blood
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Such Is the story of Monellks descent
Those uninformed persons who are
wont to look upon the emperor of Abys-

sinia as an ordinary African ne ro may
well open their eyes In the ltgh of this
revelation and pay proper respect to
this potentate of such remarkable
pretensions of pedigree for whether
Menellk Is oftho house of Solomon or
not his claim to that distinction en-

titles him to a certain sort of obeisance
Lion Conqueror King of Kings

The ruler of Abyssinia certainly holds
himself a dignified monarch Witness
how he styles himself Lion Conquer-
or of the Tribe of Judah Menelik
Chosen of God King of the Kings of
Ethiopia

There has been a romance in the life
of Menelik whose wife Taotl Is said to
be the power behind the throne ear
ly youth Menellk made a Journey to
Gondar where he met the beautiful
young princess Taotl He loved her
and she consented to become his wife
The princess was Invited to visit the
court of Theodores of Abys
sinia at the time Theodores waa smit-
ten by the charms of the princess and
married her himself though he consid-
erately gave his own daughter to Mene
Ilk as a bride

Menelik never ceased to love Taoti
He became a great warrior and was
much in favor at the court In course
of time Theodoros d ed by suicide It
was reported He was suceeded by
uncle of Menelik Taotl the widow
married four other men In succession
but those matIngS proved unhappy Fin
ally she married Menelik who divorced
his first wife to make room for the
woman he had loved since his youth
is said that Menellk became thq succes-
sor of Emperor John through the influ
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clety at the Capital of the nation She
will win the regard of people from all
sections of Uncle Sams domain for
having lived m all parts of the coun
try she Is utterly devoid of

or provincialism In any form Best
of all in this age when simplicity oC

manner Is so rare a jewel is the fact
that she is utterly devoid of pose and
affectation In word she demon-
strates conclusively the possibilities of
a combination of culture and refine-
ment with charming democracy and
constitutes a perfect example of the
Ideal type rof American womanhood-

In personal Chaffee Is
of medium height slender and graceful
She has blue eyes light hair touched
with gray and a fair complexion A
person meeting her for thX first time is
likely to be strongly Impressed with her
soft mnsicai voice and reposeful man
ner Mrs Chaffee is a woman who

narrow-
ness

a

Jippcarance Mrs

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

ence of ThoU who possessed great tact
and diplomacy The Empress is still

a handsome woman though
past middle life Menellk Is now about
sixty years of age

Menelik Adopts European Dress
In recent years Mcnellk has adopted

some of the European Ideas In dross
He now wears a hat and shoes Nearly
all his subjects go bareheaded and bare-
footed Taotl It is said is quite vain
as to her apparel While the clothing-
In general Is of the Ethiopian style she
is fond of silk stockings kid gloves and
slippers from Paris It is also mention
ed those who have had opportunity-
to acquaint themselves with the tastes
of the Empress that she is fond of
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FRANCES PETiTT of
way N Y got Judgment
Albany for 33000 for the

1236 kisses given her in four-
teen years by the village blacksmith-

L Oliphant Dodge owner of a fiat
building In Omaha was granted a writ
of injunction restraining Mrs E Bergu

tenant from talking to other occu
pants of the flats

William H Pugley caused the arrest
of his wife at Mount Vernon N Y on
the ground of cruelty In forcing him to
sleep in a chicken coop

Persons believing in the value of horse-
meat for food gaye a banquet in Berlin
at which 600 guests

The bite of a mosquito charged
to be the cause of the death of Carl
Stromquist of Chicago-

C W Leadbeater the London theoso
phist after a visit to the Chicago stock
yards declared that instead of smoke
darkening the city it Is the ghost life
of the millions of animals slaughtered
every year in the abattoirs

Prof G Stanley Hall of Clark Uni
versity Boston not only proposed a tax

bachelors but declared that co-

education was a bar to matrimony
A bill was introduced in the Minne-

sota Legislature making it unlawful for
any person to kiss another unless he Is
able to produce a clean bill of health

As a consequence of the famine times
Stockholm legislators proposed a tax
upon all persons weighing more than
125 pounds

Mrs W T Richardson a boarding-
house keeper in Detroit was refused
coal by the clerk in a coal office and
getting her change ready and drawing-
a revolver she held him up for a re
ceipted bill for a ton of anthracite at
1750

Seventy German poets In Berlin enter-
ed into a union refusing to accept less
than IGr cents a line their rhymes

Mrs Lafayette Taylor killed her hus-
band at Monticello N Y cut his body
to pieces with a knife burned it in i

stove and fed the ashes to the chickens
Hairpins from the heads of women

passengers in a Columbus Ohio trolley
car saved a car load of SaInted people-
a long walk in the snow after a fuse
had burned out

Henry Bliss of Chicago was arrested
and locked In inviting Miss
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dresses In exquisite taste The gown
shown in the accompanying portrait Is

Otto which was embroidered for her in
Japan

A Romantic Marriage
Mrs is the generals tacond

wife and back of their marriage was
a pretty little romance Mrs Chaffeos
ancestors were all New Englanders but
the later generations of the family like
many another drifted Westward and
tho former Miss Annie Rockwell was
born and her girlhood was spent In Il-

linois Then her removed to
Kansas and it was here that Prince
Charming came the scene in the
uniform of a United States Army officer
Mies Rockwell was a girl in school
when the dashing ChalIce was first de-

tailed to Fort Riley but Cupids shaft
was winged In short order and a few
years later or in ISfS the couple
married at Junction City
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French champagne The state SUb of
Emperor Menelik Is made of a black
leopards skin and Ute skin of a black
maned lion

A Pure African
Menelik Is distinctly African in phys-

iognomy He IB of great stature and
strength

Modern mechanical devices excite his
I curiosity and lie has been known to

spend hours listening to speech and
music from the phonograph He has
admitted the telephone and telegraph-
to his dominions but Is slow In recom-
mending nav inventions Recently a
groat consignment of machinery for
minting coin has been shipper to Abys-
sinia and Menellk will make his own
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Ida Lee to accompany him to the I

theater he used a revolver to persuade
herGen

Nelson A Miles dollars
he had deposited in a Boston house In
ISO losing the bookand forgetting the
name of the bank were found in the
Five Cent Savings Bank

A cowboy named Wilson discovered
two men floating down the Republican
River in Nebraska riding close to
the shore east his lariat over first one
and then tho other of the men drawing
them ashore In safety

The Berlin Nuesta Nachrichten an-
nounced the existence of a great corned
beef mine in the Yellowstone Park
the deposits haying been caused by
engulfing of great droves of cattle dur-
ing the trlocene period the natural
salts of the territory contributing to its
preservation

Don Cameron St John returned
soldier from tho Philippines fell hair
to J100000 from his grandmother be-
cause of his clever verses on the army
life In the South Seas

In the divorce suit of Ruthvan W
Pike against his wife the court refused
the invitation of the wifes counsel to
allow the jury to fe I Pikes nris
cles ih disproving that he over threw
ladders and cordwood at her botter halt

Arthur Van Meter a prominent mer
chant of Stilt Lake City suffered from
dropsy and after a fast of forty days
in which he took nothing but water ho
found himself cured

E C Jones a banker of New York
gave a dinner In honor of Miss Ethel
Barrymore where the plates for twelve
cost tl500

An Investigation by the health board
of Chicago showed it to have more nK n-

and boys in proportion to women solgirls than has any other large city Inthe world
William W Block head critic inChicago Normal School watf on

the school powers charged withthe inability to smile
Miller of Mlllvlllo N J secured a writ of injunction against hiswires applying a as a resident of South Dakota

Co at Sioux Idahosought an injunction against a shoestore to prevent tho shoe dealers fromselling coffee at 5 cents a poundpound
Three Judges T supreme court ofNew iJUdded to eat Inmodern jaick lurrh r furant withwas quite proper
At Oberlln college a young n hay
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An Ideal Type of American
Womanhood She Has Re
sided in All Parts of the
United Broad
Sympathy for Soldier Boys

i

Speaking of the years gone by Mrs
Chaff eo remarked What shall I say
of my life What Is the life ot any
army wife but that of the garrison e
willingness to overlook the inconveni-
ences of a nomadic existence in ordar
that she may bo with those she loves
I have lived In Now York Phlladel
phia Denver Los Angeles and a num-

ber of other American cities as well as
various array posts nut adjacent to any
large community I was for almost two
years in Cuba about an equal
length of time In the Philippines X-

did not accompany the general to ChIna
at the time of the Boxer revolt but J
paid a little visit to Shanghai while hfe

was stationed In the Philippines
Popular in the Philippines-

Just here it may be noted parentheij
ically that Mrs Chaffee was by lar j
the most popular American woman ffao
has ever been In official society latirt
Philippines With that instmctfrpj
thought for the happiness others
which is second nature to her t

great ball for all the officers and
their wives on Ute first Monday of each
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month and supplementing these
small dances teas and other hospital
ties she did her full share to remora
any suspicion of monotony from the
lives of the men and women who
though beneath the Stars and Stripes
felt themselves In a measure exiled
from Gods country

The Chaffees have three children Thefy-

bldost dauchter Is the wife of Capt
George F Hamilton who served In Cuba
during the SpanishAmerican war

aide to General Chaffee The second
daughter Helen aged fifteen years is
In school in New York The only son
Adna R Chaffee Jr who is cow in his
second year at West Point bears a most
striking resemblance to his father Al-
though rather bemoaning the fact that
none of her children core be with Ja
the new home at Washington Mrs
Chaffee is more than nUiusIastic over
the fact that her son has bean enabled
to outer West Point Said s in speak-
ing of it If I had six sons I should
want them ail be In the army
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STRANGE HISTORY OF MENELIK KING OF ABYSSINIAI r I
likelihood tOOt

and the Queen of Shoba will
bo ono of the special guests at

the worlds fair In St Louis In that
event the presence of an ordinary scion
of modern royalty such as the Prince
of Wales or the Crown Prince of

will b of comparatively Insig-
nificant This extraordinarily
interesting personage is the Emperor
jfenelik f Abyssinia to whose capi-
tal and court a special envoy of the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition and of
the President of the United States was
sent bearing an invitation engraved in
solid for his personal attend-
ance and Cne participation of his

in the great fair
A Descendant of Solomon

If Mcnollk II is a descendant of Spjo
mon as he avers and as more or less
authenticated history affirms he Is
therefore also descended from King
David that doughty and strenuous Da
vid who slew the terrible giant Goliath
with a pebble from his sling what in
habitant of western Christendom then
would care to devote special attention-
to a of Edward VII or of William
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II when 3r scion of David and Solomon
occupying a throne that was ancient
before the building of the temple of
Jerusalem may be seen In breathing
flesh

Robert P Skinner United States con-

sul general at Marseilles Prance is
nowatlAddcsAbaba capital of Abys-
sinia having Just presented an

to King Menellk to the Worlda
Fair Consul General Skinner will also

forth on behalf of the United
States Government the advantages of a
commercial treaty with this country and
present arguments to show why Abys-
sinia should be represented by an ex-

hibit at tho fair
Consul Skinners Visit to Menelik

Mr Skinners equipment for the trip
to AddisAbaba was provided by the
navy a ship of the European squadron
bearing him to Djibouti the French port
of Africa opposite Aden From there
he traveled the French railroad-
to Harriar whore he engaged camels
and native porters to take him over the
plalna p iMonallks capital Tho over-
land trip required from sixteen to
twenty days the distance being nearly
KO miles The people are noted for
thojr hospitality and Mr Skinner could
have trawled alone but for the fact
that the natives would consider him of
no Importance If he lacked a caravan
All officials and personages of Impor-
tance travel with caravans in that
country

Consul General Skinner in addition to
presenting the Worlds Fair invitation
is ndeavprlng to induce Menellk to
enter a commercial treaty with the
United States Representatives of
France Italy Germany and Groat
Britain are being permanently estab-
HshPd at the capital of Abyssinia and
It IB felt that the United States should

act
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have a representative there It Is
known that Menellk feels kindly dis
posed toward the United States

Americas Interests in Abyssinia
The interests of the United States

says Mr Skinner are probably greater
than those of all other powers com
blned These conditions are entirely due
to the efforts of individual traders
have no representative either diplo-
matically or commercially in this

of 10000000 people It will be my
object to show to Menelik the

his country and ours will gain by
the establishment of recognized rights
to trade and residence and to define
the benefits to both nations of opening-
up tradti relations I will tell him that
we want the products of his country and
desire to sell him our products through
resident American merchants For a
long time the Abysslnlans have been
buying our cotton and staple articles
Our merchants should be permitted to
settle in Abyssinia and buy direct Ivory
hldos carpets wools and other

If I am successful that country
will for the first time send a deputation
to the United States and the Worlds
Fair will have an Abyssinian exhibit oi
unique interest
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Personal Note From Mr Roosevelt-
In addition to the elaborate Invita

tion engraved on silver Mr Skinner
presented to Menelik a letter from
President Roosevelt In the Presidents
own handwriting That this letter Is
calculated to Impress the ruler of
Abyssinia is not doubted by anyone who
knows the Kings warm admiration for
President Roosevelt

Until a year or so ago Menelik know
but little of Roosevelt About that
time he Introduced Into his palace as a
piano player a young American girl of
musical talents The young woman was
an admirgr of the President and it ap-

pears that she found ocasion to tell
Menolik something about Roosevelts
vigorous personality

The dusky Emperor was deeply Inter
ested He called for more and his
American musician sent for a biography-
of Roosevelt The Emperor expressed
the liveliest interest in the physical ac-

tivities of the President as told In the
book and caused translation of the
work to be published and circulated
among his subjects

Menelik Hears of San Juan
It Is said that Roosevelts personal

participation in battle at San Juan Hill
made Menellk his enthusiastic admirer
for the Abyssinian ruler that sort
of a thing immensely One must not
forget that in the fierce battle at
Adowa a few years ago where the
Abyssinian forces utterly routed a largo
army of Italians killing 10000 men
Menelik himself rushed into the con-

flict near its close brandished a big
sword and killed a number of Italians

his own blade
Manellk is Africas powerful monarch

Other rulers of realms in the park
have been subdued by the Euro
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money which heretofore coined
in Europe

The mother of Menelik was a beggrac
of great beauty whom his father mar-
ried when she appeared in his palace as
a mendicant Being thus of plebeian
blood on one side Menolik doe not hold
himself aloof from his people It Is lila
custom rat times to work alongside tho
common people at manual labor teach-
ing them the use of modern implements
and machinery By this democratic
bearing he has made himself remark
ably popular with his subjects TTt

army of 180000 men equipped with the
best guns and other fighting devices la
splendidly disciplined and has won
wholesale respect of Europe
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SOME ODD OCCURRENCES IN 1903 f I1

ing a scholarship valued at 75 stoletwo kisses from a pretty coed and was
expelled from the school placing thevalue of the Oberlin kiss at 3750 apiece

Six babies were born in five days at
398 LaSalle Street Chicago one girl
weighing seventeen pounds

Frank Erwin of Chicago In an attempt to escape from a constable ran
through alleys and barns until in theattempt to clear the open window of a
barn Just above the manger he stuck
so tight that It required two constableto pull him out

A court in Berlin decided in favor ofa wife suing for a divorce on thestrength of the fact that cer husband
wears a wig and that she did not kno
It at the time of the ceremony

Miss Mary L Rogers of Pawtucket-
R L a graduate of Wellesley and
new teacher in the high school

out the captain of the football teamwith a blow on the nose and
twice on the eyes of hlSNCorifederate
assisted at her In

The Dressmakers Associa-
tion of Chicago condemned the womans
shirt waist

Through a mistake on the part of
Cook county officials Mrs Hetty Greens
tax of 51105 on a piece of Cook comity
land was paid a neighbor and un-
der the technicalities of the law Hetty won when the neighbor attempted tc
collect the amount

At St Paul Minn a woman tried to
commit suicide by wallowing six cop-
per cents but the method was found to
be too cheap

Mrs James M Strong of Chicago put
In bills in an penwork stocking andshe hasnt found It yet

New York society opposed to streetflirtations issued small buttons whichwhen worn by young women were tohold them Immune from the attentionof the masher
In 1S92 Mrs Philip MiUec was askedby her husband to read aloud to himand picking up a third reader at random she began oa a story of a swordfishs attack on a whale By George

Ive got to see that exclaimed herspouse and grabbing his hat he wentleaving her to the prosalp pursuit of adivorce-
A New York mother was alease for a by representing that hernmp children s raa jry
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